
Vaisala 2010 International 
Conferences on Lightning
Vaisala’s 2010 biannual confer-
ences on lightning detection and 
meteorology were held 19-22 April in 
Orlando, Florida. This year’s theme 
of “Lightning’s impact on society” 
provided an open atmosphere for 
attendees to share research and criti-
cal knowledge in the understanding 
of lightning phenomena. 

Although Iceland’s Eyjafjal-
lajokull volcano prohibited travel 
for many European attendees, key 
speakers utilized Skype to present 
to the audience in real-time. A highly 
topical presentation on volcanic 
lightning activity was created during 
the events, providing the attendees 
updates on recent volcanic lightning 
research at Mt. Redoubt, Alaska as 
well as current deployment of instru-
mentation in Iceland. The presenta-
tion was revised and presented at 
each conference.  

The 21st International Lightning 
Detection Conference (ILDC) 
included sessions on lightning 
detection technology, network 
performance, atmospheric physics, 
energy applications, and protection 
and risk. An update on Vaisala Global 
Lightning Dataset GLD360 provided 
attendees an opportunity to learn 
more about the global network.

The 3rd International Lightning 
Meteorology Conference (ILMC) 
focused on the meteorological appli-
cations of lightning data. Sessions 
included nowcasting, forecasting, 
energy, severe weather and safety. 
Vaisala hosted an aviation round-
table discussion to concentrate on 
jet bridge lightning hazards, and 
potential mitigation, and lightning 
warnings at airports. 

The first Krider Scholarship recip-
ients, in honor of E. Philip Krider, 

attended the conferences.  Leandro 
Zanella Campos of São Paulo State 
University in Brazil received the ILDC 
Krider scholarship. Campos pre-
sented the paper “Does the average 
downward speed of a lightning leader 
change as it approaches the ground? 
An observational approach.”  

Scott D. Rudlosky from the 
Florida State University was the 
recipient of the ILMC Krider Schol-
arship and presented the paper 
“Determining relationships between 
lightning and radar in severe and 
non-severe storms.” Stated Rudlosky, 
“Participating in the world’s leading 
conference on lightning and interact-
ing with many of the greatest scien-
tific minds in this fascinating area 
confirms my educational choice to 
participate in this field. It is an honor 
to have received this prestigious 
scholarship.”

Vaisala Global Lightning Dataset GLD360 
offers real-time and reliable lightning detec-
tion capability with worldwide coverage 
and high performance. The image shows 24 
hours of data from 21 February 2010.
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Second Corporate Responsibility 
Report Published
Being fully committed to transparent 
reporting on corporate responsibility 
issues, Vaisala published its second 
annual Corporate Responsibility 
report in March. The aim is to fulfill 
stakeholders’ information needs and 
give an insight to how Vaisala as a 
company works and operates.

The report is designed to give a 
comprehensive account on the latest 
corporate responsibility achieve-
ments. It reports on the environmen-
tal impacts of our operations and 
products, but discusses also Vaisala 
as an employer and as a part of the 
communities we work in. Moreover, it 
explains the ethical foundations our 
work is based upon, our values and 
our philanthropic activities. 

Vaisala’s reporting is based on 
the Global Reporting Initiative’s 

guidelines, which is the most widely 
used reporting standard today. 
Additionally the report includes dis-
closure on the implementation of the 
ten principles of the Global Compact, 
a UN initiative of which Vaisala has 
been a signatory since 2008. 

Environmental 
Impacts Highlighted 

The Corporate Responsibility report 
gives an update on Vaisala’s environ-
mental performance and now also 
includes Group-wide environmental 
data. The level on which different 
Vaisala offices implement the Group-
wide environmental policy varies a 
bit, and some offices have their own, 
more elaborate guidelines. 

A good example is the Melbourne 
office, which substitutes 20 percent 
of its energy in favor of renew-
able electricity supplied by the 
local energy company. Emissions 
generated from business flights and 
employees’ cars are being offset 
through Greenfleet Australia, an 
Approved Abatement Provider under 
the Australian Governement’s Green-
house Friendly™ initiative. It also 
follows detailed guidelines for recy-
cling, energy and water conservation.

Corporate Responsibility 
Report is available for 
downloading at
www.vaisala.com/cr.

For Vaisala, doing responsible business in 
a responsible way is a corporate prior-
ity. It is deeply rooted in the values that 
guide the way we operate. We take our 
responsibility for contributing to a more 
sustainable future seriously, and are proud 
to set an example with both our products 
and services, and the way we conduct our 
business.

Vaisala’s North American Headquarters in Boulder, CO celebrat-
ed another greening initiative with operational photovoltaic 
panels. The occasion was commemorated with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony, in which representatives from the City of Louisville 
also took part. From left, Dave Clabots, Member of the Louis-
ville City Council; Scott J. Sternberg, President of Vaisala Inc., 
and Chuck Sisk, the Mayor of Louisville.
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WWF Green Office Label for Vaisala’s Head Office
Vaisala’s Head office in Vantaa 
was granted the right to use WWF 
Finland’s Green Office label in 
February 2010. WWF’s Green Office 
program is a hands-on environmental 
management system that has been 
specifically designed for office envi-
ronments. Reducing waste, energy 
and paper consumption are among 
the program’s focus areas.

“We have been actively working 
towards ensuring sustainable 
operations at the Head office and 

continuously improving our envi-
ronmental track record. The Green 
Office program empowers individuals 
to change their daily habits, bringing 
sustainability down from manage-
ment systems to everyday green 
choices made by members of staff”, 
says Tomi Rintanen, Vaisala’s Green 
Office contact person. 

Further information:
www.vaisala.com/corporate/
greenoffice

New Humidity and Temperature 
Probe from Vaisala 
Demanding and tightly regulated 
environments in life science 
industries and laboratories require 
accurate and reliable humidity 
and temperature measurements. 
Processing, packaging, and storing of 
products in pharmaceutical, biotech-
nology and medical device industries 
need stable environmental condi-
tions to ensure productivity and high 
quality.

Vaisala’s new humidity and tem-
perature probe, Vaisala HUMICAP® 

HMP110, is ideal for these environ-
ments as it offers improved measure-
ment stability for long periods of 
time. 

The HMP110 is small and 
compact, and easy to install, 
maintain and change. The high 
performance, chemical tolerance 
and stability are based on Vaisala’s 
renowned HUMICAP sensor technol-
ogy. The probe covers the full humid-
ity range in temperatures from -40 
to +80 °C. Each individually adjusted 

probe comes with a calibration cer-
tificate traceable to the US National 
Institute of Standards and Techno-
logy (NIST) 

In addition to the standard cali-
bration services, Vaisala offers a new 
type of replacement service for the 
HMP110. When needed, customers 
can exchange their old probe to a 
new calibrated one, shipped from 
Vaisala’s service centers in Finland, 
USA, Japan and China.
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CLEANTECH
FINLAND

Vaisala joined 
Cleantech 
Finland
Vaisala has joined forces with 
Cleantech Finland, an umbrella brand 
uniting top Finnish companies that 
work in the cleantech area, i.e. with 
products, services and technolo-
gies that prevent or reduce harmful 
impacts on the environment.

Developed to support the Finnish 
cleantech business, Cleantech 
Finland brand supports the growth 
of Finland’s environmental business 
sector and builds the country’s repu-
tation as a leading cleantech country 
and number one supplier of clean 
technologies. 

Professor Chandrasekar Appointed 
Finnish Distinguished Professor 
World-class remote sensing expert 
Professor V. Chadrasekar has been 
appointed Professor in the Finland 
Distinguished Professor (FiDiPro) 
programme to develop new ground 
and space based environmental 
monitoring methods and technolo-
gies. 

The main objective of Prof. Chan-
drasekar’s four year FiDiPro project 
is to establish a world-class radar 
technology and application group 
in Finland. He will conduct research 
at both the Finnish Meteorological 
Institute and the Physics Department 
of the University of Helsinki.

Prof. Chandrasekar has 
researched remote sensing technolo-
gies for over 28 years in the Colorado 
State University. He has developed 
and tested new methods of environ-
mental measurement and monitoring, 
and has received numerous awards 
for his work in the area of polarimet-
ric radar observations. 

Vaisala has had long term coopera-
tion with Prof. Chandrasekar. He has 
consulted Vaisala from the begin-
ning of the first weather radar R&D 
project almost ten years ago. 

“Chandrasekar has been an 
important link between Vaisala’s R&D 
and current and future radar techno-
logy. Him being located in Finland for 
six months of a year means that we 
have a great opportunity to do even 
closer cooperation and meet face 
to face more often,” says Vaisala’s 
Senior Meteorologist Heikki Pohjola, 
pleased.

FiDiPro is a research funding 
programme designed to promote the 
international engagement of Finnish 
research organizations. Launched 
by the Academy of Finland and the 
Finnish Funding Agency for Technol-
ogy and Innovation Tekes, the pro-
gramme provides Finnish universities 
and research institutes with the 
opportunity to recruit distinguished 

foreign or expatriate researchers to 
work in Finland for a fixed term. 
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BALWOIS 2010
Ohrid, Republic of Macedonia / 25 – 29 May 2010

FCE Pharma
Sao Paulo, Brazil / 25 – 27 May 2010

Euroexpo
Eskilstuna, Sweden / 26 – 27 May 2010

TEMPEKO & ISHM
Portoroz, Slovenia / 31 May – 4 June 2010

CMOS 2010
Ottawa, Canada / 31 May – 4 June 2010

ExpoFastighet
Halmstad, Göteborg, Trollhättan, Sweden /  
1 – 3 June 2010

NMM2010
Helsinki, Finland / 7 – 11 June 2010

Airtech
Birmingham, UK / 8 – 10 June 2010

HyMeX 2010
Bologna, Italy / 8 – 10 June 2010

ISA Mexico
Centro Banamex, Mexico / 9 – 11 June 2010

Interphex Japan
Tokyo, Japan / 30 June – 2 July 2010

NCSL
Providence, RI, USA / 25 – 29 July 2010

METEOREX
Helsinki, Finland / 31 August – 2 September 2010

ERAD 2010
Sibiu, Romania / 6 – 10 September 2010

EMS – 10th Annual Meeting
Zurich, Switzerland / 13 – 17 September 2010

XVI Congresso Brasileiro de Meteorologia
Belém, Brazil / 13 – 17 September 2010

Euroexpo
Falun, Sweden / 15 – 16 September 2010

DACH2010
Bonn, Germany / 20 – 24 September 2010

ELDW/EUCLID 2010
Helsinki, Finland / 4 – 8 October 2010

Automotive Testing Expo
Novi, MI, USA / 26 – 28 October 2010

ISA Brazil
Sao Paulo, Brazil / 10 – 12 November 2010

Full list is available at 
www.vaisala.com/newsandmedia/events

Andy McDonald Appointed Vice 
Chairman of HMEI Council
Vaisala’s Sales Director Andy 
McDonald has been appointed Vice 
Chairman of the Council of HMEI, the 
Association of Hydro-Meteorological 
Equipment Industry. 

The HMEI aims to promote the 
views of private companies that 
provide products and services in 
the meteorological, hydrological, 
environmental and related fields in 
the industry. Fully accredited to the 
World Meteorological Organization 
and other United Nations organiza-
tions, it works actively to facilitate 
interaction and communication 
between its members and a wide 
range of international and national 

organizations, both governmental 
and private. One of its main activities 
is to organize and promote meetings, 
conferences and seminars to further 
issues relating to hydro-meteo instru-
ments and measurements. 

The Council of the Association 
consists of up to 20 members rep-
resenting member companies from 
different regions of the world. The 
term of the current council extends 
from 2010 to 2014.

Further information:
www.hydrometeoindustry.org

Upcoming Industry Events
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Vaisala Knowledge 
eNewsletters Renewed 
- Subscribe Online According 
to Your Own Preferences

Subscribe to Vaisala Knowledge eNewsletters to receive 
regular updates discussing various issues around 
meteorology, weather and industrial measurement. 
All Knowledge eNewsletter subscriptions can now be 
managed online, which gives you the freedom to tailor 
your subscription according to what kind of content is 
of interest to you.

The content themes include:

Defense weather
Weather measurements related to defense applica-
tions. Appears six times a year.

HVAC measurement
Environmental measurement in HVAC systems. 
Appears six times a year.

Industrial measurement
Rigorous measurements in extreme conditions, 
such as air drying, lubricating oil management, and 
power production. Appears six times a year.

Life science
Instrumentation and measurement in controlled environments from cleanrooms 
& dryrooms, laboratories and incubators to environmental test chambers and 
warehouses. Appears six times a year.

Meteorology and hydrology
Information about meteorological and hydrological products and applications, 
such as climatology, air quality monitoring and prediction, present weather 
monitoring, flood early warning, agricultural and urban water management, 
hydropower optimization and inland waterway navigation. Appears six times a 
year.

What’s new in industrial measurement
Be one of the first to know about new instruments, new application solutions 
and new company developments at Vaisala. Appears 1-4 times a year.

New Vaisala Knowledge eNewsletters in-
clude four spotlights dedicated to industrial 
measurements. The newsletters - avail-
able in several languages - discuss HVAC 
measurements, life science applications, 
industrial processes and Vaisala’s new 
products and solutions.

Read more about the content themes and subscribe here:  
http://www.vaisala.com/knowledge.
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Contact  
the Vaisala News team

For subscriptions, cancellations, 

feedback and changes of address, 

please contact the Vaisala News team 

by sending an email to

vaisala.news@vaisala.com

Sanna Nyström
Editor-in-Chief
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